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Sisters and Brothers in the Lord, I bid you Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Another Fourth of July is upon us. Of course, since it falls on a Sunday this year, any liturgical celebration is 

transferred to Monday the fifth. In our church, Sunday is the 6th Sunday after Pentecost. Some folks wonôt 

like it, but these are rules of our communion. 
 

Itôs interesting to me how we donôt refer to this day as ñIndependence Dayò anymore. Except for the movie 

bearing that name as its title, usually what we hear is ñHave a good/nice/safe Fourth.ò The value of those 

good wishes notwithstanding, I still wonder, What ever became of Independence Day? 
 

We need remind ourselves that whatever independence we declared was achieved only at the price of a sig-

nificant interdependence with other nations and individuals, without whom, the entire venture might have 

failed. As my college history professor pointed out, ñNever forget the French, the Germans, and the Polesò - 

those were the three he always highlighted - adding ñAnnouncing your intentions is far easier than achieving 

them.ò 
 

That, for me, is what makes interdependence so necessary - and so worth celebrating. No one is an island, no-

body is disconnected; we donôt make our way solo. Various kinds of environments have assisted to get us 

where we are, for good or for ill I. Letôs make the best use of them. That certainly has been the underlying 

current of our religion; the vine and the branches image is a good one. Separate too much and you are inde-

pendent, but you die.  
 

Thatôs a crucial point of the whole history lesson of this country, isnôt it? Declaring independence from one 

nation and political system did not mean advancing none. It meant we go a different way, and we do it to-

gether. The last paragraph of the Declaration of Independence contains the following line: ñwe mutually 

pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.ò That is something we should celebrate, 

and live every day. 
 

Peace and Joy in the Lord,     RB 

 

                                               SOMETHING NEW AND EXCITING :  

 

On the 3rd Sunday of the month, a group of us from the parish (mostly the ones you heard at the Trinity 

picnic) will lead the singing at the 10:30 Eucharist. It will be less  formal, but no less Episcopalian, as we  

sing old gospel favorites, songs from Cursillo, and some of the religious folk tunes of our past. So warm  

up your voices for the 18th. 
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                                             MONTHLY TREASURERS REPORT   

     

                                                    Period Ending May 31, 2010   

      

         

       Month     YTD  YTD   YTD Variance 

      Actual   Actual  Budget  from Budget 

         

Revenues                     $33,810 $112,027                $117,228                     ($5,201) 

         

Expenses                     $18,885               $109,807                $113,344                      $3,537  

         

Cash Funds:            April      May  Change 

  

Regions Bank               $22,856                  $15,719  ($7,137)   

CD's Ozark Bank                              34,886                   34,909         23   

 MM Ozark Bank                              10,712                   10,716          4   

Discretionary Fund - Regions                   643                         643          0   

Total Cash              $69,097   $61,987  ($7,110) 

  

Operating Fund                -$4,721      $9,319  $14,040  

  

Temporary Restricted Funds                 73,818      52,668  (21,150) 

  

     Total Funds                $69,097    $61,987  ($7,110) 

  

              April   May   

                                         Balance               Balance                 Change 

  

Diocesan Development Loan       $42,045  $41,040  ($1,005)  

 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church received a loan from the diocese for $50,000 (8/2009) 

        

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church purchased a new Rogers Organ (5/27/10)  
       

On the Horizon  
 
         The 4th of July  

        God Bless America !  
 
July  7  -  B.B.B.S.  *    6:00 p.m.  
 
July 13 - Vestry Mtng.   3:00  
 
July 14 -  B.B.B.S.  
 
July 15 - Ultrea Fish Fry  
 
July 18 - Folk Mass  10:30  
 
July 19 -  V.E. Deadline  
 
July 21 - B.B.B.S.  
 
July 28 -  B.B.B.S.  
 
 
* Brown Bag Bible Study  

            Parish    life  
 
Perhaps the heart of Holy Trinity can be simply explained 
in one word: òOutreachó.  Our Christian spirit, and our 
parish mission, can be readily  placed in this category  we 
often hear reference to. Do we realize all this entails ?  
      In last months issue of the V.E. the Shoe Fund was 
discussed.  It is but one slice of a very large pie. As time 
passes, each of the various areas in which we reach out 
to the community will be discussed in greater detail, in 
an effort to continually remind ourselves that we are 
members of a very generous and giving congregation.  
     Hunger is addressed in the efforts made at Jackson 
House in Hot Springs. The Project HOPE food bank is 
taking on a life of its own. The Food Pantry under our 
roof, joining other area churches in providing emergency 
food to those in need.  Meals on Wheels is manned during 
the month of May each year by Holy Trinity volunteers.  
     òOutreachó also includes assistance to the Charitable 
Christian Medical Clinic; Habitat for Humanity; the Vlg. 
Churches Mission.  We support Samaritan Ministries, 
Potters Clay, Camp Mitchell youth camp, Garland County 
CASA, and Kairos, the prison ministry. We can be very 
proud of the charitable efforts of Holy Trinity Outreach.  

  Fides   +   Spes   +   Amor  
 

  

 

 

 

HOLY TRINITY DELIVERS MEALS ON WHEELS  
 

During the month of May, volunteers from Holy Trinity deliv-

ered Meals on Wheels in the Village. The routes seem to get 

longer and more time-consuming every year, but all the volun-

teers did them cheerfully and perfectly. Those who pitched in 

were: 

 

Mondays:  Gene Farnsworth and Sue Smith; Sharon  

                             Swintz subbed.   

Tuesdays:  Marilyn & Bob Johnson 

  Joyce and Bob Rogers  

Wednesdays:  Charles May and Nancy Boyes 

Thursdays:  Pat and Gene Flesher 

Fridays:          Earl and Ellie Ekdahl; Gene Farnsworth 

                             subbed.   

 

                                     Many thanks to all! 

                                         Nancy Waldo   
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SENIOR WARDENS REPORT: 
 
     May 30 was Trinity Sunday and our parish celebrated in a grand way !  
     We started the Trinity Sunday celebration with our wonderful new organ being played at all 3 weekend services 
and ended it with a very successful and well attended parish picnic.  Thanks to all who took part in the weekend fes-
tivities.  
     The Vestry has not made the final transfer of funds from the undesignated Memorial Fund to the Organ Fund  
since there is a possibility that additional contributions will be forthcoming.  For those of you who desire to make 
contributions to the Organ Fund,  please do to at your early convenience.  When it appears no other contributions to 
the Organ Fund will be made, we will make the final transfer of the undesignated Memorial Fund.  
                                                                                      
                                                                                                                     Dan 

 

    

   Pat grew up in Omaha, NB.  After her high school graduation , she joined 

the Sisters of Mercy, a group of Roman Catholic women who live in com-

munity with each other.  At that time most of them became teachers or 

nurses.  Pat graduated with a B.A. in Music,  English, speech and drama 

from the College of St. Mary in Omaha.  She then went on the Univ. of 

Notre Dame to get her Master of Music  in music and liturgy.   

   She spent a total of 12 years with the Sisters but eventually felt she had 

outgrown her need to be in community and that she wasnôt expanding her 

horizons.  The decision to leave was a very difficult one, but the right one. 

Her last assignment with them was in Devilôs Lake, ND.  From Devilôs 

Lake, she taught in the Brandywine Public School System in Niles, MI. 

   Pat spent a total of 50 years teaching.  Her teaching included all ages 

from elementary through college and included community and church 

choirs.  She felt called to be a teacher and that helping people to develop 

their skills in the performing arts would prepare them to receive Christ into 

their lives. 

   After retiring from public school in Michigan,  Pat moved to New Braun-

fels, TX, to be near family. She opened a music studio where she taught 

voice, piano, music theory and organ. 

    Gene, on the other hand, grew up in San Antonio, TX.  From San Anto-

nio, he went to prep school in Washington D.C. for a year and then on to 

the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis.  Upon graduation from the Naval 

Academy, he served on a number of ships, the first of which was the USS 

Johnson and ended up as Executive Officer on the USS Rogers.  He at-

tended  the Naval Post Graduate School and the Naval War College.  He is 

also a graduate of the Industrial War College. 

    Gene traveled extensively throughout his naval career and spent parts of 

two tours in Vietnam, much time in the Mediterranean, as well as Norfolk, 

VA, Monterey, CA, Hawaii, Newport, RI and San Diego, CA.  His last 

assignment was with the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations at the 

Pentagon.  Gene went to work in defense upon retirement and worked for 

General Dynamics and SAIC on the Tomahawk Cruise Missile Program.  

Gene has two sons from a previous marriage who live in Detroit.  Geneôs 

son Bill and wife Laura, have two daughters, Emily 6 and Ashley 3.  Bill 

works in the IT department of Ford Motor Co.  Son Brody is a Michigan 

parole officer in the Pontiac area. 

     Gene and Pat met in New Braunfels when Gene was singing tenor in the 

community chorale that Pat was directing.  They married in 1999 and have 

rescued two adorable dogs, both Brittanie's ð Cori and Patches.  Both Pat 

and Gene have been adding a great deal of enjoyment to the Cursillo Ul-

treas with their love and talent for music. 
                                                                         Contributed by Ellie Ekdahl 

Getting to know :  

           Pat and Gene Flesher  
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The July Brown Bag Bible Study will meet on the Wednesdays of 7, 

14, 21, and 28 at 6PM to discuss the three Epistles of John. These texts 

are instrumental in our understanding of a shift in the early church's 

understanding of its mission, and the "search" for the Antichrist. Begin 

reading the letters; handouts will be available on June 30. 

 

  
 
FLYING OLD GLORY is a practice many of us fol-
low.  Especially on patriotic holidays, showing pride 
in our Country is never out of style.   When our 
flags become tattered, however,  disposal can be a 
problem inasmuch as there are specific guidelines 
for so doing.  Juddie Wachtel has offered to accept 
this responsibility.  So, if when you unfurl your 
stars and stripes, you find the need to replace it, 
present your old flag to Juddie and sheõll properly 
take care of the rest.  

Cursillo/Ultreya hosts July 15 fish fry fundraiser  
 
Everyone is invited to a fish fry fundraiser on Thurs., July 15, in Sifford Hall. Tickets, which are $10 per person, will 
go on sale Sun., July 4. The funds will benefit Camp Mitchell. Holy Trinity Cursillo/Ultreya sponsors the annual event, 
which will start at 6 p.m. The fish fry is open to anyone, but only 100 tickets will be sold to accommodate the capac-

ity of Sifford Hall.  Bring your friends and family and join us for a tasty supper and a relaxing time .  
                                                                                                              (Photos from 2008 fish fry) 

 
òMy brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any 
kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you know that 
testing of your faith produces endurance; and let endur-
ance have its full effect so that you may be mature and 
complete, lacking in nothing.  
                                                     (James 1:2-4) 

Senior Warden ñOldò Dan Tucker welcomes attendees at the Trinity 

Sunday picnic as Al Crawford looks on.           (Pat Shaha photo) 


